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PREFACE

Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan

Issues and Alternatives

During the early Spring of 2009 discussions took place focused on representatives
of groups, organisations and business in 8 areas of the County Borough.

This is a summary of the points raised in the Port Talbot meeting which took place
at Blanco's, Port Talbot on 5th March 2009.

Further comments and suggestions will be welcomed; both from those who took part
and any member of the community. In order to help us in preparing the next stage
of the Plan we would be grateful for any comments and suggestions to be sent to us
by 31st July 2009.

The comments and suggestions will be investigated and when we report back in the
next stage of the Plan (the Key choices) we will report back on them.
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1.1 Likes / Distinctiveness / Need to Protect & Enhance

Contrasting features include the coastline; countryside; footpaths; mountains; industry;
Margam Park; Eglwys Nunydd – all important to protect.

Margam Park should be protected – Discovery Centre.

Margam Park is underused and does not have enough attractions – particularly
facilities for children. It should be open all year round.

Port Talbot is a distinctive ‘industrial’ town – whilst Corus is an important employer,
there is concern that the area is becoming inundated with Power Stations / factories
/ mineral development

Aberafan Seafront is an important asset – there is more potential however for tourist
enterprises (e.g. seafront café / shops / Surf shops).

New development is needed to compliment the open-air pool and to regenerate the
seafront (e.g. Aberafan Beach Hotel / Four Winds Hotel / facilities and places to go
in bad weather).

Town / Shopping Centre – whilst it is attractive, there is a need for more modern
shops to cater for the younger generation – protect the vitality & viability of the town
centre (caution needs to be applied to potential ‘out-of-town’ retail development).

Wonderful walks throughout the area – CwmWern Ddu / Brombil / “Ladies Walkway”
(above Baglan Heights) although some need better management to encourage further
access.

Port Talbot has a good number of urban parks – need to be maintained.

Port Talbot has its share of rural areas – however, the extension of development into
these areas is a concern.

Sense of community – Baglan and Port Talbot. In addition, Cwmafan has ‘Cwmafan
Residents Against Crime’ / “Blue Light” Discos.

SUSTRANS – financially supporting local cycle track network.

1.2 Moving Forward

There is a need to regenerate the Docks (Deep Harbour could be utilised) and lower
end of Station Road – PDR ( Peripheral Distributor Road ) will provide opportunities.
Docks regeneration should incorporate mixed uses.

Develop facilities for fishing / log cabins (Bryn & Goytre Valley) / mountain biking /
walking centre / school orientated facilities.

Potential to link Eglwys Nunydd / SSSI / Kenfig Pool with Margam Park Discovery
Centre.

PDR – economic benefits / spin-offs should be maximised. Although there is the view
that the PDR only benefits those that are driving through.

| 1

Port Talbot Issues and Alternatives - Spring 2009



Plaza Cinema / Afan Arts Centre / Train Station – investment / regeneration required.

Town Centre – dated / ‘grotty’ in parts / needs uplifting.

Potential for “Cyber Centre” in the area / more people working from home.
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2.1 Built Environment

Unfair that Port Talbot contains so much industry – particular concern with regard to
the proposed Abernedd Gas Fired Power Station & Wood Power Plant (permission
will come from the DTI).

Air / Water / Noise pollution created by industry is an issue – although there has been
improvement over recent years. Air quality is also compounded by the M4.

Margam / Taibach have issues with air quality – other areas also need monitoring in
order to potentially limit the location of new industry. Need to address the needs of
the community.

The majority of residents are happy with the way villages are – they do not wish the
villages to be overdeveloped.

Baglan has sprawled – no increase in the settlement limit.

Sandfields Estate is not an attractive environment to travel through to gain access
to leisure facilities.

The Aberavon area needs improvement – there are too many residential buildings
on the seafront area for the elderly and handicapped.

Scarlet Avenue – a mental health unit is planned for the site which has no support
from residents.

Land at Towyn School – the land is not being used adequately. Why not have a new
leisure complex similar to the Afan Lido.

Junction 38 (Margam) is the gateway into the County Borough – an attractive access
is required not the siting of more industry.

MargamCastle needs to bemaintained to a better standard – further funding avenues
need to be established.

Car Parking – more off-street parking is needed / numbers of cars per household is
creating problems.

Scarlet Avenue – residents experience problems parking outside their homes as
visitors park in the streets. No car park available.

Housing / Schools / Shops – they all need to be linked to reduce the reliance on the
car.

Building Design – needs to be of a higher standard / some new buildings & houses
are out of character.

‘Designing-out-Crime’ – more thought should be given to how to influence a reduction
in levels of crime through good design. Sandfields is an example of bad design
assisting criminals.
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M4 Motorway – there are concerns about the access in and out of Port Talbot town
centre. The existing slip-roads are dangerous.

Port Talbot town centre – move the market to the town centre. If Tesco moves
‘out-of-town’ utilise the building for an undercover market.

A Port Talbot Town Centre Manager is required.

Pedestrian area on Forge Road / Station Road is dangerous – removable bollards
can be placed on Forge Road entering onto Station Road so that the streets can be
closed off at certain times of the day. This idea would receive support from residents
and traders.

Glanyrafon School (Station Road) – has no playing fields; should also consider
moving the school into the Docks area.

2.2 Natural Environment

Footpath network – need to encourage more people to walk / more safe routes to
school / existing network is not marketed enough / need links to Margam Park.

Reservoir – more could be done to exploit the potential of this area.

Need to look at options for tourism – e.g. a marina.

The natural environment is generally good (coastline / river corridors / Eglwys Nunydd)
but the seafront is poor.

More could be done to market Port Talbot’s environmental / countryside assets.

There is a problem with motorcycles / Scramblers in the countryside – can a
designated area be made available in order to protect the environment.

2.3 Waste

Need to minimise landfill and find alternative ways of treating waste.

General satisfaction at the way NPT CBC deals with its waste – Kerbside recycling
(good participation rates) and MREC. There is potential to increase the capacity of
the MREC facility with an element of incineration.

Briton Ferry CA Site is a very good facility – located away from residential properties.

If new facilities are required it is better to extend existing sites than developing new
sites.

Should promote recycling facilities at supermarkets and improve recycling advertising.

Fly-tipping remains an issue.

Must consider and encourage recycling from demolition projects.

There is toxic waste on Morfa Beach from Corus.
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2.4 Minerals

The resurgence of the coal industry should be avoided as it would further increase
pollution.

There is a need to balance what we take from the environment with the adverse
impacts on the landscape.

Restoration & Aftercare – care must be taken to ensure that we do not end up with
a ‘bland’ landscape.

Dredging – off-shore extraction is affecting beaches / against on-shore extraction /
alternatives should be considered.

Coal – Coking Coal underlies the whole of Margam. Corus should exploit this coal
from within its boundaries.

Residents want ‘Park SlipWest’ to stop working – problems with air pollution (PM10s).

Windfarms are generally preferred to other forms of energy – however, they do have
a negative affect on the landscape and natural environment.

Windfarms do not generate enough power to justify their existence – nuclear power
is the answer. There was however, an alternative view that nuclear power was not
the answer.

Preference for off-shore windfarm development (as opposed to on-shore) – nobody
wants windfarm developments where they live.

It should be acknowledged that there is a carbon footprint associated with wind
energy.

Alternative means of producing energy should be investigated (tidal / solar). Solar
power is perhaps the way forward – industry and commercial development should
be enforced to use such power as part of the planning consent. Central Government
needs to provide incentives for solar power schemes.

The Authority should consider small-scale renewable schemes / more localised
generation / make grants available for both new build and existing properties.

What about tidal power – it is free and guaranteed.

Biomass – against “Prenergy” development – we already have enough. Is Port Talbot
to provide all the energy for the UK?

Biomass – its acceptability depends on the location; where the raw materials are
sourced; and how they are transported.
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3.1 Housing Land / Settlement Limits

Building houses on contaminated land should be avoided

Building houses on brownfield sites (or previously developed land) is preferred and
should be encouraged.

Baglan is overdeveloped and the infrastructure is unable to cope – do not expand
the settlement limits.

If settlements over-expand they lose their sense of community and facilities /
infrastructure may not cope.

Some settlement limits could be expanded – however, care should be taken to avoid
‘urban sprawl’.

The Authority should consider acquiring and renovating vacant properties (i.e. utilising
existing housing stock).

Baglan Energy Park – potential for housing land incorporated into a mixed use
development.

Potential for the development of new housing land in the valley between Bryn and
Goytre.

Docks – opportunities provided by the PDR should enable the development of housing
in the area / mixed-use scheme. Potential to fill-in Llewellyn’s Quay (or part of) to
reclaim land for further housing.

Brunel Dock – available land could be used for housing as part of a mixed-use
scheme.

Inkerman Row (adjacent to the M4) should be considered for housing.

Executive Housing – adjacent to Golf Driving Range in Margam / need more in
Brynbryddan.

Goytre – needs to expand and develop community facilities.

Infill versus greenfield – infill development causes parking problems.

Informal recreational areas (such as those in Sandfields) should not be built upon –
they should be protected.

3.2 Affordable Housing

There is a lack of affordable housing – younger generation are not able to get onto
the property ladder – potential in Goytre.

Affordable housing should be inter-mingled with privately owned properties (i.e. not
grouped together).
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There is a need for smaller houses and properties catering for the elderly to free up
existing housing stock – suggest using modern pre-fabricated homes for affordable
units / could have bungalows for older residents to allow the release of family sized
houses.

| 7

Port Talbot Issues and Alternatives - Spring 2009



4.1 Job Opportunities

Attracting shops back to the centre of Port Talbot would provide additional jobs – a
balance between niche shops and the larger retail stores is important.

Lack of job opportunities (particularly for young people) – the County Borough is
losing younger people to opportunities further afield.

Lack of high paid jobs in the area.

Corus – closure would be a huge blow for the area. If there is potential for this to
happen we should be planning alternative employment options now.

There are enough industrial buildings – problems arise with lack of occupation.

Potential for University at Fabian Way and a Construction College in the Docks /
Energy Park.

Employment is needed in both the urban and valley areas.

4.2 Way Forward

There is a need for larger scale technology sites to retain work within the area.

Need to consider the ‘skill levels’ within the area – perhaps vocational courses for
construction jobs / more apprentice opportunities.

Training Courses are too expensive – they need to be made more affordable.

Need local authority grants to help the establishment of young entrepreneurs / longer
term incentives for firms to locate within the area.

There are too many obstacles set by the Council for small businesses to excel – e.g.
Neath Port Talbot has the highest building rates in Wales.

Need better quality start-up units – to encourage smaller local businesses.

Need to consider developing opportunities in other sectors other than industry –
leisure / retail / tourism (e.g. valley areas such as Goytre) / smaller cottage type
industries.

Need to avoid out-of-town development which takes trade away from the town centres.

Need to improve transport links – train / parking / park & ride schemes / open railway
lines between Pontrhydyfen & Afan Valley and Taibach & Bryn in order to stimulate
tourism.

Full coverage of ‘Broadband’ access is essential – encourage home working.
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5.1 Retail / Shopping

The retail choices are poor in Port Talbot - there is a need to attract better quality
retail outlets and make Port Talbot centre more attractive.

Residents travel to Port Talbot for the weekly shop – an element do shop further
afield (Swansea).

A number of residents avoid Port Talbot and shop in Neath / Swansea / Bridgend /
Fforest Fach.

Clear derelict shops / create small new units / boutiques / starter units for traders.

Port Talbot has sufficient parking - however, it should be free to encourage more
customers for businesses within the town centre.

Aberavon Shopping Centre – units owned by too many retail companies who are
pushing local businesses out. The Council should ‘buy-back’ the properties and allow
local businesses to trade from them.

5.2 Public Transport

The frequency of public transport should be improved – particularly in some outlying
villages / on the weekend / and to and from the hospital.

Bus service up Station Road has stopped – it should be started again to bring visitors
into the town.

The re-opening of the valley railway links should be investigated.

Community Transport operating in Sandfields could be developed further.

Port Talbot station is a disgrace – no disabled access. Rail links fail to meet their
potential.

Baglan has lost a bus service to the local comprehensive school.

5.3 Health

Casualty Department at the Hospital is poor. Similarly the maternity ward has no
specialist facilities.

5.4 Open Space / Sports

Loss of open space (informal and formal) to development should not be allowed.

A high number of sports facilities are closed to the general public.

Off-road motorbikes are a problem – particularly on the edge of urban areas.

Not enough play facilities for older children / why not develop a Multi Use Games
Area (MUGA).
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Aquadome facility is underused / smaller local pools are needed as opposed to larger
centralised facilities.

Why not link leisure facilities with schools (duel use).

Saltings Fields (Taibach) – needs investment / Astroturf / children’s play area
(partnership with Margam Boys & Girls Club).

Port Talbot needs a bowling alley.

Afan Lido – is dirty and poorly managed.

5.5 Other / General

There is nothing to do in Aberavon

Youth Clubs – need investment and staff / more voluntary youth workers needed.

Need to roll out the Youth Involvement Programme across the Authority.

Station Road has a problem with anti-social behaviour.

Need to develop education in a different way.

Schools – need to look at allocations and local education facilities.

‘Design-out-Crime’ – need stronger design standards to reduce incidents of crime.

Aberavon Beach – need toilet facilities / cafés / restaurants with outside eating areas
/ shops and kiosks / apartments with underground parking / a new swimming pool /
more community facilities / Tram or alternative transport operating along the seafront
/ ‘Winter Wonderland’ and/or ice-rink for the winter period.
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